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Building the Ambition:  

National Practice Guidance on Early Learning and Childcare

Title of session: Thinking about quality 

Time allocation: 45 minutes – 1 hour 
Focus: 

Research has shown that high quality ELCC services are crucial in promoting children’s development and learning and, in the long term, enhancing their life chances. The importance of child initiated activities and high quality adult –child interactions cannot be underestimated.
Preparation:
Read pages 74 and 75 of Building the Ambition 

Provide flipchart, pens, and sticky notes 

Provide enough copies of activity sheets.

Leader’s notes 

It is important that practitioners appreciate what high quality learning looks like for children and the critical role they play. 
“the level of involvement a child shows in their play and learning can be a key sign of the quality and effectiveness of what is being provided and tells us a great deal” Building the Ambition. 
To stimulate discussion this activity is best in pairs and then shared with another pair and a consensus reached of what high quality means.

The activity is in two parts firstly using the photograph included and then moving to a focus of their own setting. 

Activity 1: Thinking about quality 

Look at the picture below. 
1. What makes this a positive high quality experience for children? How do you know? 

2. What do you think the adult role would be in this situation? 
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In pairs, choose one of the following statements and agree on your top three answers, then share with another pair and from your 6 answers narrow these down to the agreed top three answers.  Use a flip chart to record your answers. 
1. How well do children talk about and discuss their learning? How do you know?
2. What are the key signs that children are settled and enthusiastic on arrival at your setting? 

3. How could you adapt the experiences you offer to help the child more?
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