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Building the Ambition :  

National Practice Guidance on Early Learning and Childcare

Promoting curiosity, inquiry and creativity – The young child 
Title of session:   In the forest 
Time allocation: 1 hour 

Focus: 

· To discuss the way in which children’s interests and unexpected opportunities can be used in developing children’s curiosity.

· to consider how the adult can use the potential of the natural environment to extend children’s learning

Preparation:
· Read section 7.5.3 of Building the Ambition.

· provide stimulus 

· copy enough activity sheets 

· flip chart, pens, sticky notes 

Leader’s notes:
The purpose of this activity is to allow staff to think about how to encourage children’s understanding of their natural environment.
Activity: Promoting curiosity, inquiry and creativity – The young child 

Stimulus:
While playing outside in the nearby woodland area four children come across a fallen tree which they have seen many times before. In fact, it is often a meeting place where they like to stop and sometimes chat or simply rest beside. However, there is something different about the tree today as the children come across fungi growing on the top edge of the tree and a rich and enlightening conversation begins amongst the four children. 
Activity 1 

Look at the first two images and in pairs note down your first reactions and what you think you would do or say in this circumstance.
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Activity 2
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The children said, “Look there are lots of them”, “They are tiny but have big heads”, “These are fairy mushrooms”, “I have mushrooms in my garden, but you can’t eat them”, “ I want to touch them and see what it looks like”, “Look, there’s a bee on one”…
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“There are two kinds of mushrooms, I think, ‘cause we have some at home but they are white”, “Will they fall down if we touch them?”, “I’m tickling the bee with this grass”, “I know a story about toadstools and fairies”. 

Some of the questions and statements the children pose are worth considering, for example: 
· How can something be tiny and big at the same time?  

· the statement about two kinds of mushrooms 

· Why can’t you eat mushrooms?

· Will they fall down if we touch them? 

How would you plan to use this knowledge of the children?  What might you do to help extend the children’s curiosity, inquiry and creativity?
Working firstly on your own make a list of your top three ideas and then share with a partner. As a pair, identify three issues from the above scenario. Having decided on these, join with another “pair”. Now there are six issues to consider and, again, prioritise three. The important issues here are allowing staff time to deepen their understanding of how best to support children’s learning and what action to take as a result of what has been described. 
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