Port Ellen Primary School Parent Council
AGM Minutes 
30th January 2025 6pm

Parent Chair Welcome

Apologies

Amber McCuaig, Tina Cunningham, Coral McEachern, Bonnie Wood, Rosie Gordon, Megan Byers. 

In attendance:  
Natasha Newcombe, Morven Gemmell, Amy Hannett, Grace Gibson, Martin Armstrong, Maria Heads, Lizzie Fitzpatrick, Conlin Gordon, Emma MacTaggart, Mhari Drennan, Maureen MacDonald, Joanne Beckett. 

Minutes from last AGM meeting

Huts – slight pro
Constitution change to allow more members. 

Proposed by Joanne Beckett 
Second by Emma MacTaggart 

Chairpersons report

Warm welcome to all. The chair has noted that Port Ellen Primary school has had another very successful year and thanked Mrs MacDonald & all the staff at the school for all they do to help our young people grow & learn. 

Mainly, the PC fundraising has been focused this year on this year’s P6/7 Trip, as it was significantly more than in previous years. Within all the fundraisers, a total of £4400 was raised towards the school trip. It was spoken about previously that this isn’t feasible every year to fundraise entirely for one school trip, and changes might be made going forward. 

Successes of the year - A virtual visit from a UNICEF Education advisor and a teacher from the borders, PEPS was able to demonstrate that the pupils were rights aware, and able to expand on knowledge and understanding of feeling safe in school. The school has been awarded a silver award and being rights aware by UNICEF UK. An amazing achievement, the next step was now going for Gold! 

P1/2 – Trip to Bridgend woods for literacy. Meeting new friends from across the island and listening to a Julia Donaldson story, “Room on the Broom” in both English and Gaelic. This was a great success with all enjoying their time. 

P3/4 – last term's topic on zero waste. Putting on a show highlighting the issue of clothes waste, making new outfits from old clothes. Everyone was involved in this topic and was very proud of what they had achieved. After the Show, they were invited over to the high school to show them what they had achieved. 

The School took part in the STV annual Big Breakfast successfully - £100 was donated to the STV Appeal and £200 was kept for the School Breakfast Club. 

Eco citizenship groups have been taking part in beach cleans to make our beaches safer and cleaner. Following on from the storm, the whole school took part in a village waste clean-up. 

P3/4 – As part of their IDL Topic on harvest with the class focuses on land and sea. Using local produce to make various foods and incorporating it into the harvest assembly. With children being able to try produce from land and sea. Guests who attended the harvest assembly were treated to soup and crumble made by students. 

P5/6/7 – Saint Phnx and Glasgow Warriors rugby – Two great visits this year, which were enjoyed and found to be beneficial. 

Awards: 

Ayla and Thomas were Sports champions. 
Evie won the Drew Brown Memorial Shield 
Hugh won the Endeavour shield. 
Rachel won the citizenship trophy. 

Maths inside – This year’s competition resulted in 4 Highly Commended people:
Rowan Gordon – Ardbeg Distillery Walls
Tilly Johnston – How a Sea Hare Breathes  
Findlay Cunningham – Different Patterns on Shoes and how they relate to animals.
Archie Logan – Lorry Logistics 


Head Teachers Report

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT. 


Treasurers report

Fundraising account – £2101.88

Receipts 
Donations - £0
Shop in the Box - £720.00
Interest - £471.75
Argyll & Bute Council - £112.00

Funds out
Gift Vouchers - £91.55
Fundraising Costs - £159.83
Tea Towels - £0
School Activities - £1612.82
Leavers Gifts - £339.94
School Equipment - £0
Stationery – £18.00

Closing balance - £17,782.99  – Restricted £15,247.67

Uniform – £1406.35
Interest - £2.67
Purchases - £1115.25
Closing balance - £304.32

Suzanne Ayres will continue to do the accounting for the parent council. 

Selection of new office bearers

Current positions: 

Chair – Elizabeth Fitzpatrick  
Vice chair – Morven Gemmell
Treasurer – Maria Heads 
Secretary – Natasha Newcombe 

All office bearers stepped down from their elected positions. 

Role of Chair  

Lizzie Fitzpatrick 

Proposed by Maureen MacDonald
Second by  Morven Gemmell 

Role of Secretary 

Natasha Newcombe 

Proposed by Mhairi Drennan 
Second by Colin Gordon

Role of Vice Chair 

Morven Gemmel

Proposed by  Natasha Newcombe
Second by  Emma MacTaggart 

Role of Treasurer 

Maria Heads

Proposed by  Amy Hannett
Second by  Morven Gemmell

No new members to add to the parent council this year. With Amy Hannett staying as our Teacher member. 

AOB

Huts – Maureen has advised that school surveys have taken place & orders to be placed, Argyll and Bute Council procurement has been in touch with Maureen no tender from other companies so Log Span has been contact again, The Finman Square hut has increased to £10k due to delays, drawings have been resubmitted to logspan along with added flooring. Order placed by 31.01.2025 with delivery around 31.03.2025.  
 
 
Meeting closed at 7pm
Date of next ordinary meeting – TBC
