
I can’t believe we are approaching the end of the second term…already! 

We are excited to share all of our experiences with you for the term- it’s been 
a busy one! 

Please read on to hear all about tree planting, rugby development, virtual games, 
talk for writing, see saw and so much more!
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See-saw is a fantastic learning platform that allows us to share what is going on at school, 
with you at home. We feel this is hugely important in strengthening the home-school link- 

particularly at the moment when we are closed to visitors and have been unable to invite you 
in to the school building!

If you have not already done so, please download the See-saw app and use the link Jenny 
sent via e-mail (in November) to access your child(ren)’s personal profile. 

The children use this learning platform every week and have been learning how to share 
work, drawings and photos thus far, but we have so much more to explore, learn about and 

share with you!

Happy viewing!!

SEE- SAW



Our hard work outdoors paid off with 
the arrival of our 5th ECO-FLAG and 
certificate! We were also in the Oban 
Times!

To achieve this, we set 3 school targets, 
that linked with the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals. We then 
set to work, achieving our targets which 
included growing and eating our own food; 
learning about food miles; recycling, 
reusing and reducing and learning more 
about locally sourced food. 

We have also been busy in the garden, 
getting ready for next session. We went 
to the shore to collect seaweed and 
spread it over the beds to ensure our soil 
is ready for planting in the spring!

On top of all this hard work, we managed 
to source some trees from the woodland 
trust which we planted at school and gave 
out to the local community. We even went 
on a day trip to Iris and Rob’s croft and 
helped them plant over 80 trees. 

What a great success we have had with 
our eco-work and outdoor learning this 
session so far. We look forward to what’s 
to come! 

ECO-SCHOOLS



This term we were lucky enough to take 
part in Playwright workshops delivered  
by an international production company. 

The production company ‘The Write 
Stuff’ delivered two sessions online: one 
for P1-3 and one for P4-7. 

The sessions taught the children about 
the recipe for writing a play: Character, 
Setting, Problem and Dialogue.

They also involved the children writing 
their own play, which was acted out by 
professional actors on stage. We 
thoroughly enjoyed seeing our ideas 
coming to life. 

We would like to thank Shelby and her 
team at ‘The Write Stuff’ for providing 
us with this fantastic opportunity, all the 
way from sunny Florida! WOW!

PLAYWRIGHT 
WORKSHOPS



Virtual Games Tournament: During term 2 the children took place in a virtual games 
competition with several other schools across the authority. This involved 5 weeks of 
practise of a given set of exercises. On the 6th week the children timed themselves 
completing the exercises, recorded their times and submitted them to the active school 
coordinator. The active schools coordinator will now assess the results and announce 
which school is the winner of the virtual games tournament! Keep your fingers crossed 
for us; but whether we win or lose, we know we gave it our all!

Rugby Development: After honing their rugby skills in term 1, the children got to show 
them off to rugby development officer, Andrew Johnstone, this term. Andrew spent a 
few hours with the children working on developing their rugby skills further. The children 
had an absolute blast and Andrew was very pleased with their efforts!

P.E. Unit: This term in P.E. we have been focusing on our Fitness Skills. We have had a 
great time doing different activities to work on our team work, balance, control, 
coordination, speed and stamina. All this was used to help us compete in the Active 
Schools competition against other schools in Argyll and Bute. 

Physical 

Education



This term the children have been working across the curriculum but we continue to have a 
specific focus on Literacy, Numeracy and HWB.

Literacy

This term we implemented the fundamental principles of a new writing framework- talk 
for writing. The framework involves children seeing, hearing, acting, drawing and 
ultimately writing stories. It helps the children plan ahead for their writing by using story 
maps and takes the children through a 5 part story format. This term we have explored 
each of the story parts for creative writing: intro, build up, problem, resolution and 
ending, to write some truly fantastic stories. Next term we will continue to use the 
fundamental principles of the talk for writing programme to explore functional writing. 

This term we have also implemented the Read Write Inc framework to help support 
children’s reading development. The Read Write Inc sessions in school involve re-visiting 
phonic development to ensure children can encode and decode words. 

Alongside these new focuses we are taking a multi-sensory approach to spelling- using a 
mixture of stareway to spelling and Highland literacy resources to enable our learners to 
re-visit common words and expand on words they already know through the growing of new 
words. We spend 10 minutes each morning working on our spelling in a variety of ways- 
rainbow writing, pyramids etc. 

Numeracy and Mathematics

For Numeracy this term we have been focusing on addition and subtraction. We have been 
learning about different methods such as partitioning, chunking and vertical, helping us 
find what makes most sense to us. We have also been learning about measure with Miss 
Brough and shape too! It’s been a very busy term!

HWB

As always, we continue to put the children’s HWB at the forefront of all that we do. We 
incorporate lots of time for outdoor breaks and play. We also ensure we promote choice 
for children and continually strive to ensure they have a voice in all that is going on at 
school through the use of tools such as See-Saw, blogs and floorbooks. As well as looking 
after the children’s everyday health and wellbeing we have been learning about substance 
use this term, focusing on how to recognise and respond to danger and seek help when 
needed. 

Literacy Numeracy HWB



Our Star 
Writers

Story Maps!

We were given the 
first two steps of a 
story- 
Beginning/Setting 
and Build 
up/Introduction of 
characters...

Over the next two weeks we 
worked on the next 3 story steps: 
Problem, Resolution and Ending!

Before we began writing 
we made our own story 
maps- to help us see 
where our story would go. 
Each week we also 
checked over our work 
looking for ambitious 
vocabulary, varied openers 
and the correct 
punctuation!



Project- Africa

This term our Topic has been Africa. We have been learning about the different cultures and 
traditions practised in different countries across the continent such as The Maasai in Kenya 
and Tanzania (poor Janette has had to learn some of the Maa language to keep up with us!).

 We have also been learning about the different links Scotland has with the African people 
through our own part in the Slave Trade in the 1700s and also through Fair Trade today. 

Perhaps our favourite part of learning about Africa is the diverse wildlife; not only have we 
discovered some animals we have never heard of, like the Yellow Jake Bird, but some new 
facts about others: Did you know a Zebras stripes are as unique as a finger print?

I li ed learning about 
t e Maasai. We 
learned about t ei  
language. Yes is Eee 
and No is Aa-Aa.- 
Cian

When you 
see t

he 

fair tr
ade leg

o on a 

prod
uct, 

it means it 

has been bough
t for

 

a fair pr
ice- F

ergus

I li ed learning 
about fair t ade. 

I learned o  to 
dra  t e logo. - 

Kristain

Cheetahs t ave  in 

one g oup!- 

Corma

There is a bird in Afri a ca led the ‘Go Awa ’ bird. It is ca led this be ause w en it chir s, it sounds as if it is sa ing GO !- -Isabella

We learned  
about the 
Maasai Tribe 
language. The 
name of t e 
language is 
Maa. - 
Alasdair

There a e lots 
of ani als in 
Afri a. My 
fa ou ite is the 
leo a d. - 
Ruairidh

Fair t ade elps 
c ildren w o need 
food- Hannah

The aasai tribe an 
jump without bending 
t ei  knees.- Beatie

There a e a small 
amount of hite 
r inos in Africa- 
Morag



Christmas Carols and Ukulele

As part of the children’s Ukulele sessions, with Amy Bowman, the children have been 
learning how to play and sing Christmas Carols including Silent Night and Jingle Bells! Keep 

an eye on our Facebook Page as we plan to share these with you soon!



What’s to come

Staffing Changes: You may have already heard, as Miss Brough shared her news with the 
children earlier in the term, Miss Brough is having a baby! Or as the children have put it- she 
has a baby in her tummy! We are delighted for Miss Brough but it does mean some upcoming 
staffing changes for us as Miss Brough will be leaving us sometime in term 3. As soon as I know 
who will be taking her place, I will let you know!

Treòir | Voar | Virr project: The children will be involved in an exciting project next term, 
delivered by Amy Bowman and Charlie Grey. The project will centre around Lismore’s culture 
and heritage- which the children will learn about through drama, music etc. 

Term 3 Planning: The children have recorded their ideas for term 3 as a floorbook. This will 
be used to inform planning for term 3 and will determine our project for next term, P.E. focus 
and more. 

1 + 2 Languages: The children have been learning French here at Lismore Primary School. 
Next term they will be re-introduced to Gaelic too, with weekly Gaelic lessons delivered by 
myself and Miss Brough (we have both been undertaking a Gaelic Language course- which begun 
in Term 1 and lasts 21 weeks in total). 

Island Card: It is, once again, time for our wonderful Island Christmas Card. This will be sent 
home with children before the end of term to be delivered to all houses on the island. What a 
wonderful tradition!

We look forward to updating you all again at the end of Term 3! Until 
then, stay safe, take care and as always if you have any questions or 

comments don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Have a Wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Miss Harris and the boys and girls of Lismore Primary School


